TAKE YOUR POET TO WORK DAY

Celebrated the 3rd Wednesday in July

Juana Inés de la Cruz

Juana Inés de la Cruz was born in the mid-1600s
(there's some disagreement about whether it was
1648 or 1651) in San Miguel Neplanta, in what

was then Nueva Espafia or what we now know

as Mexico. Her father was Spanish, and her mother
was Creole. She spent much of her childhood
holed up in the library on her grandfather's
hacienda reading books. At age 8 she wrote her
first poem and by age 13 she had mastered her
studies of Greek logic and was teaching Latin to
other children. She taught herself the Aztec Nahuatl
tongue and wrote poems in the language.

She is considered to have contributed to both
Mexican literature and the Spanish Golden Age.

At age 16, she began to serve the wife of the viceroy
Marquis de Mancera and not long after entered

the convent of the Discalced Carmelites of

St. Joseph, later moving to the Convent of the

Order of San Jerénimo, where she stayed the
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-~ — s 7 At the convent, Sor Juana conferred often with the
- s = scholars of the university. Her writings were critical
of leading religious and political figures. One of her
critical letters was published without her consent
by an anonymous individual using the pseudonym
i Filotea. Her response, regarded by some as the
One can perfectly well first feminist manifesto, was titled Respuesta a
% % . 4 " Sor Filotea. In response to the ensuing pressure
phllosophlze while COOklng Supper. she was forced to sell her books and give up writing
as penance. Not long after, Sor Juana cared for her
fellow nuns who were suffering from the plague. She
fell ill herself and died in 1695.

How to take your favorite with you
on Take Your Poet to Work Day

1. Color your poet

2. Cut out your poet along dotted lines

3. Attach a popsicle stick to the back
of your poet with tape or glue

4. Take your poet to work

For more poets and celebration ideas, visit us at TweetspeakPoetry.com



