TAKE YOUR POET TO WORK DAY

Celebrated the 3rd Wednesday in July
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“We have to laugh.
Because laughter, we already know,
is the first evidence of freedom."”

Rosario Castellanos

Once featured as the Google Doodle in honor

of her 91st birthday, Rosario Castellanos is
considered one of the most important literary
figures of the 20th century in Mexico. Along with
writers such as Rafael Guillén and José Hierro who
belonged to the literary movement known as The
Generation of '50, she was heavily influenced by
César Vallejo.

Castellanos was born in Mexico City in 1925 in

relative affluence, and was raised on her family's
ranch in Chiapas. When the land reform of President
Cardenas stripped her family of much of its land,

they returned to Mexico City. Her parents died shortly
thereafter and the fifteen-year-old Castellanos was left
on her own.

She was active in a group of Latin American
intellectuals, and studied, and later taught, at the
National Autonomous University of Mexico. She
joined an organization working for literacy among
populations in poverty, writing puppet scripts
among other things. She went on to write poetry,
essays, novels and a play.

Castellanos was appointed Mexico's ambassador to
Israel in 1971, where she died in 1974 as a result of
an electrical accident some believe to have been
suicide.

How to take your favorite with you

on Take Your Poet to Work Day

1. Color your poet

2. Cut out your poet along dotted lines

3. Attach a popsicle stick to the back
of your poet with tape or glue

4. Take your poet to work

For more poets and celebration ideas, visit us at TweetspeakPoetry.com



